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SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS 


OUR FIRST COMPACT SUV, PACKS MORE THAN 
JUST EXTRA SPACE. 


ITS FULLY INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION HELPS DELIVER SPORTS 
CAR-LIKE HANDLING AND THE AVAILABLE ACTIVE DRIVELINE+ 
PROVIDES GREATER LEVELS OF TRACTION, STABILITY AND 
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POWERFUL. 
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& 24-Hour Roadside Assistance © Jaguar InControl Remote & Protect" 


BEST IN CLASS COVERAGE' 


JAGUAR ELITECARE 


765 222-2200 
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BANK HERE, 
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HERE. 


Every day, thousands of people from all walks of life come 
through our doors. And every single one of them is just as 
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as a bank that’s rooted here, we believe our workforce 
should reflect the communities we serve. 
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& AIR CONDITIONING 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Faithful Friends Who Are 


The holiday season is upon us! As we pre- 
pare for the incoming snowy weather and the 
below-zero joys that come with it, it’s also time 
to start the hunt for the perfect gifts for our 
friends and family as we await the holidays and 
the new year. 

If you're struggling for great gift ideas, 
you're in luck! Welcome to Lavenders 2019 
Holiday Gift Guide, where we offer up an over- 
abundance of fantastic goodies in the realms of 
holiday entertainment, food, fashion, jewelry, 
cars, pets, and more! 

On top of that, we also look at a Day In The 
Life of Tiffany Hedstrom, and our friend Ellen 


Dear то Us 


Krug observes upon the importance of the 
Transgender Day of Remembrance. 

And while this time of year is high time for 
holiday cheer, it’s also the perfect time to re- 
flect on our loved ones themselves, especially 
those that we’ve lost this year. 

Last month, Lavender and the Twin Cit- 
ies as a whole lost our good friend John 
Townsend, whose impact on the local arts and 
GLBT communities was immeasurable. That 
impact was illustrated by the outpouring of 
memorials, remembrances, and fond stories 
from our readers and those whose lives John 
has touched, and on behalf of Lavender, I want 


to thank all of you for your beautiful words 
and messages. John was an incredible voice 
for our community, and while our arts cover- 
age will continue in one form or another, there 
is simply no replacing John and his command 
of the written word, especially in relation to 
local theater. 

So as you prepare for the yuletide season, 
remember to reach out to those you love and 
remind them how much they mean to you. Stay 
safe, keep warm, and always remember to take 
care of yourselves. From all of us here, have a 
wonderful holiday season! E 


4 ; 
— М Кетте your business, 


NEW GILD 


JEWELERS 


organization or event 
is part of 


LAVENDER'S 2020 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota's annual GLBT guide featuring 
GLBT-friendly businesses, organizations 


т. 
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- Expert Restoration and Repair 


Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 
4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 


www.newgild.com 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The Truth and Nothing But? But... 


I like to think that most folks tell the truth. Most of the time. 

Some folks lie all the time, but we'll table that discussion for later. The 
Lie: A Memoir of Two Marriages, Catfishing, and Coming Out, reviewed 
in this issue under “Books,” is the memoir of a man who lied for decades, 
a lie he thought would help, but that brought him and his family acute 
unhappiness. 

He lied for what he felt he had to, as others have. He was gay. He’d 
been raised in a culture and religion that dinned into his very core that 
gayness was an abomination, a sin that would lead him to hellfire and 
damnation. Yet he, like many others, craved love, family, children. And 
indeed, he did love his wife Katherine and his daughters, but... 

So William “Bill” Dameron lied. Lied as a child, continued as a young 
man, as an adult. On social networks he presented a headshot and the 
descriptor, “forty-year-old straight white male.” He wasn’t hurting any- 
one; not his wife on whom he never cheated nor anyone else, so where 
was the harm? Nowhere, it would seem, until later, women from around 
the world began writing to him, questioning, accusing. His face had been 


hijacked, used under myriad names, heights, and lives, deceiving and 
devastating hopeful, longing women. 

The eye-opening discovery of his catfishing by proxy prompted Dam- 
eron to confront his own lies, his deceptions, opening to the pain he 
had caused his family and himself. His closeted life, including a secret 
steroid addiction, robbed them all of the real Bill. He never cheated on 
Katherine, but his unexplained physical remoteness hurt her deeply. 

The Lie is a sobering look at the closeted life of a gay parent. It is 
also an unflinching examination of what remedy—truth—is needed to 
restore the health of those deceived and disillusioned. Bill finds another 
gay, divorced dad, but it is Sisyphean work for Paul to convince the still 
self-loathing Bill of his love. Katherine and the now-grown daughters are 
not exempt from facing their own truths and forging their way through 
thickets of anger and pain to self-acceptance to embrace the real Bill. 

Dameron quotes Wilde: “The Truth is rarely pure and never 
simple.” I 


(ТҰЗ MINNESOTA 


STATE PARKS AND TRAILS 


17% 


; 
%67. 


57% 


winter getaway. 


Find a new wonderland at 


mnDN R.gov/Pa rksAndTrails 
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w ere did you grow up? Shakopee, MN 
Where do you live? South Minneapolis 


ho do you live with? My life partner and my 
two daughters. 


What is your occupation? | am a Brand Ambas- 
sador all throughout the Twin Cities, and | also 
do billing for a chiropractic clinic. My partner 
and | recently started our own photo booth 
company, our website is PBReelness.com, we 
love helping people hype up their parties. Let 
us know you heard about us in Lavender and 
we will give you 25 percent off! 


When did you come out? | don’t think | was 
ever technically in the closet. | have always 
been attracted to both men and woman, but 
because | grew up in Catholic school, | thought 
| wanted to marry a man, have 2.5 kids and a 
house with a white picket fence. Once | had 

all those things, | realized just how miserable 

| was. | have been dating women exclusively 
since 2011. | met my partner in 2015 and am 
blessed to be in love with my best friend. 


How'd that go? | guess telling my mom was the 
most awkward. | actually made my daughter 
do it and her response was along the lines of, 
‘Well, that explains why she hasn't been bring- 
ing any guys around here.' My children were 

a little surprised but also knew how unhappy I 
had been. 


hen do you wake up? As late as possible, | 

m not a morning person. | do have to get my 

youngest up for school around 6:45 a.m., but if 
| don't have to work that day, | will go back to 

bed. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? Phone alarm 
and sometimes Alexa. 


4 What's the first thing you do іп the morning? 
Drink some caffeine, sit in my amazing mas- 
sage chair and re-watch the episode of the 


- show | fell asleep to while checking my emails 
апа FB. 
4 Breakfast? Sometimes... А bowl of cereal.and/ 


ee some fruit 


P" "Coffee? | wish | could, but my stomach says no 
- hanks... | do sneak an iced coffee now and 
wer then. 


ps Cream or no? | like fake creamer and real 


sugar. 


м 
» œ= How do you spend your commute: Jammin’ to 
Ё 1 some tunes or talking on the phone, hands-free 
~ of course. 

What do you nerd out for (Gaming, music, 
history, etc.)? | love stupid movies, like Joe Dirt 
and Malibu's Most Wanted. 


What music have you been digging lately? | 
have been vibing to the lyrical stylings of Lizzo 
and Doja Cat mostly, but love a wide range of 
music. Lately | have been following Hollian, a 
local band, everyone should check them out. 


Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? I'm 
somewhere between tidy and an organized 


mess. 
л. What's been your favorite job? | was a coach 
ы for a Modeling and Acting school for almost 
>. . ten years. enjoyed teaching kids how to be 
= confident and believe in themselves no matter 


what career they chose. It was rewarding to 
Æ — watch them grow as individuals and showcase 
their talents in a variety show we would put on 


* for their friends and families at the end of our - 


MMC time together. > „= 
C Pi сш 


ч 4 N a 
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Who are your heroes? My mom, for sure. She 1 Phot hris Tarbox, 


was born in 1929 and raised a huge family. They 
were the first white family in our small town to 
adopt a mixed child in the 80's, and she held 
her head high through all the adversity and 
gossip (People actually thought she cheated on 
her husband with a ‘black man’). 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, 
or cook in? | hate cooking, but my partner's 
amazing at it. We work a lot and have busy 
schedules, so we eat out more than | would like 
to, but | enjoy the convenience. | am fortunate» | 
to live in a city with so many delicious dining 
options and | definitely take advantage of that. = 


Most embarrassing moment: | don't embarrass 3 ы 
easily... growing up, not only as one of the only | 
POC in my town and school, but also as the 
only POC in my family, | learned how to be com- 
fortable in my skin at a very young age. Things 
that would embarrass some people really don't 
phase me. 


On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? 
Binge watching something on Netflix or work- 
ing. 

Bedtime: What's that? | have only recently 
been making sleep more of a priority, getting 
older is not fun... 


Favorite weekend activity: | love to sup- 
port whatever my friends and family 
are up to. Most of them are actors, 
musicians, drag kings/queens, 
etc. Any reason to dress up 
and support my community = 
works for me! 


What are you most proud 
of and why? | am very 
proud to live in such a 
diverse city. We really 
are a melting pot of 
so many cultures and 
lifestyles. There are 
so many opportuni- 
ties in Minneapolis, 
there is something 

for everyone here, 
choose your adven- 
ture. 


— 


Words of wisdom 
to share: Be the 
person you can 

be proud to be. 

You shouldn't be 
ashamed of your 
actions, make good 
choices. You are in 
control of your life. 
Don't be a dick. Call 
your mother. 
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Disney and Pixar's Up in Concert 
COMPLETE FILM WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
Kids pricing available 


Nov 29-Dec 1 


Merry and Bright with 
Charles Lazarus” 
Dec 20 


Home for the Holidays 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA 
$12 tickets children 6-17 


Dec 14-19 


A New Year Celebration: 
Auld Lang Syne! 
Dec 31-Jan 1 


On Dec 31, enjoy a concert with the Minnesota Orchestra followed 
by a countdown to midnight, dancing with music by Belle Amour 
and a Champagne toast. 


# | NHOHOSNDI NO?3IAVO 
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DEC 31 COMPLIMENTARY 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST 


*The Minnesota Orchestra does not perform on this program. PHOTOS Lazarus: Travis Anderson Photo; Champagne: Courtney Perry; UP: Presentation The Movies & Music series 
licensed by Disney Concerts. © All rights reserved. All programs, artists, dates, times and prices subject to change. is sponsored by (Sbank. 


1. GETTING PLOWED: A HOLIDAY SURVIVAL 
GUIDE 

Through Jan. 4, 2020 

Brave New Workshop 

824 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

612-332-6620 


For all of the joys and good tidings of the holiday 
season, this time of year can still be a little bit rough. 
Be it the cold weather, insane lines at the mall dur- 
ing Black Friday, or getting through a holiday dinner 
with visiting relatives, the always hilarious folks at 
Minneapolis’ Brave New Workshop Theatre know the 
feeling, and they have just the survival guide for you! 
Join cast members Lauren Anderson, Denzel Belin, Taj 
Ruler, andTom Reed in this Caleb McEwen-directed 
adventure through the madcap maladies of the winter 
holiday season, including the return of BNW’s beloved 
“12 Days Of Christmas” musical routine. 


2. A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Through Dec. 29 

Guthrie Theater 

818 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis 
612-377-2224 


Bah, humbug! The Guthrie’s Christmastime tradition 
returns for another year, regaling audiences with a 
stellar retelling of Charles Dickens’ classic tale. The 
role of the miser of all misers, Ebenezer Scrooge, will 
be portrayed by Nathaniel Fuller, with Charity Jones 
playing the role for select dates in a continuation of 
her gender-bending performances of Scrooge that 
started at the Guthrie in 2017. 


3. BLACK NATIVITY: LET US REJOICE TOGETHER 
Nov. 21-Dec. 22 

PenumbraTheatre 

270 N. Kent St., St. Paul 

651-224-3180 


The beauty and grace of Penumbra Theatre's rendi- 
tion of playwright legend Langston Hughes’ time- 
less Black Nativity returns for the holiday season. A 
retelling of the biblical Nativity story using an entirely 
black cast with a number of classic Christmas carols 
sung gospel-style, director Lou Bellamy and musical 
director Sanford Moore helm a celebration of life, joy, 
and fellowship fronted by extremely talented lead 
vocalists, the Kingdom Life Church Choir, and features 
choreography by TU Dance's Uri Sands. 


4. WHITE CHRISTMAS AT THE HEIGHTS THEATER 
Nov. 29-Dec. 8 

The Heights Theater 

3951 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis 

763-789-4992 


Join the legendary Heights Theater in their annual 
tradition of bringing the 1954 Bing Crosby/Danny Kaye 
Christmas classic to the big screen! The beloved story 
of two WWII soldiers entertaining their fellow troops 

in a Christmas show in 1944 Europe will kick off with a 
live, 20-minute concert by jazz artist Maud Hixon and 
accompanying pianist Rick Carlson, preceded by a pre- 
show performance by Lou Hurvitz and Ed Copeland at 
the keys of the Heights Mighty Wurlitzer. 
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Continued on page 16 


Аше bap! | | Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 


20% Off NOV your home, so why not save money in the 


29 +30 process? Call today for a free, no obligation 


Storewide ES] BLACK look at auto and home discounts 
A FRIDAY from American Family. 


EXCLUSIVE 
RELEASES Dawn Bartell Agency 


P en 
AMERICAN FAMILY е 
L INSURANCE | 


America ja is usate 4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Е Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 

612.333.5554 


All your protection under one roof 


THE 
ELECTR 
etus 


www.electricfetus.com 


M-F: 9-9 - Sat: 9-8 - Sun: 11-6 
Mpls - 2000 S 4th Ave - 612.870.9300 


*Restrictions apply. See store for details. 


MORE UMs 

PER HOUR 

THAN ANY 
OTHER 


STATION. 


1007 Fm + 104.5 FM 


TCGMC AND BELLS OF THE LAKES 


RADIOK Ж. 


770,,100:7-104.5-м 


ж = + Real College Radio + = х 
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5. A THREE TENORS CHRISTMAS 
Nov. 30, Dec. 1, Dec. 3 

Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 

501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen 
952-934-1525 


If you want to class up your holiday 
goings-on with some good ol’ fash- 
ioned opera, then Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres has the thing for you. Inspired 
by the legendary Three Tenors, vocal trio 
Nathan Bird, Aaron Humble, and David 
Walton return to the Fireside Theatre— 
alongside pianist Mark Bilyeu and a trio 
of instrumentalists—to wow your ears 
with incredible arrangements of Christ- 
mas classics, including “O Holy Night” 
and “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” On 
top of that, the trio will perform classic 
opera standards including the power- 
ful “Nessun Dorma” and “Una furtiva 
lagrima“ 


Continued on page 18 


PRESENTS 
Loyce Houlton’ 


Spaas] 


December 13-23, 2019 


Featuring the Nutcracker Orchestra 5 эў ы 
conducted by Philip Brunelle | 


“..the gold standard of 
‘Nutcrackers’ in Minnesota.” 
— StarTribune 


TICKETS: 
State Theatre Box Office, 
Ticketmaster.com or 800-982-2787 


mndance.org 
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Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 
Free Initial Consultation 


1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


‘OF THE OPE! КАЗ 


ТНЕ 5ГЕСТАСр LAR форс 


ВАА 


ights 4 
Nights 


612-373-5665 


WWW.HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG 


iz ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES 
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Cem A 


December 6th-December 22nd, 2019 


In her all-new Holiday "Progrum," Miss 
Richfield 1981 will attempt to find non- 
binary answers to our increasingly complex 
world! With all new music, new videos, new 
costumes, and a healthy heap of help from 
the audience, this show promises to 
celebrate all the genders - both old & new. 


ILLUSION THEATER 


small stage. giant impact. 


Tickets on sale now! — 615 339.4944 | illusiontheater.org 


4 Concerts - $160 value 


| 2596 off - $120 


It’s romance, laughter, 
music and adventure 
rolled into one. 
Available in any 
amount and good 
forever! 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! Choice of show 


MAMMA MIAS 
f: My ^ {Bing 


plus m dancing, comedy, 
champagne, party favors, late 
night treats & more! 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2019 


THE BEST NEW YEAR'S EVE 
BASH IN TOWN! 


Tickets Only $1 10! 


entertaining you! 


Chanhassen 
DINNER THEATRES 


952.934.1525 
ChanhassenDT.com 
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6. MISS RICHFIELD 1981: GENDER 
FLUIDS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Dec. 6-22 

Illusion Theater 

528 Hennepin Ave. N., Minneapolis 
612-339-4944. 

www. illusiontheater.org 


A national treasure as much as she is aTwin 
Cities institution, the incomparable Miss 
Richfield 1981 returns to the Illusion Theater 
for her latest holiday revue of irreverent and 
fabulous proportions! The ultimate beauty 
queen will attempt to find non-binary an- 
swers to our increasingly wild and complex 
society, complete with brand-new outfits, 
videos, and songs. Join her as she seeks 

to find an approach to happiness that will 
celebrate all genders across the spectrum! 


non binary approach to happir less! 


Z CHRISTMAS WITH CANTUS 
Dec. 12-22 

Various Metro Area Locations 
www.cantussings.org 


Another holiday season, another reason to 
see the amazing all-male a cappella group 
Cantus, who will thrill audiences with their 
incredible vocal harmonies for a Yuletide 
event you'll never forget. This year, the 
ensemble will reimagine three beloved 
Christmas stories: The Little Matchstick 

Girl, Christmas or The Good Fairy, andThe 
Nutcracker. From Westminster Hall in Minne- 
apolis and Hamline United Methodist Church 
in St. Paul, to the Ordway Concert Hall and 
Stillwater’s Trinity Lutheran Church, the 
metro area will have plenty of opportunities 
to see this unique brand of holiday storytell- 
ing in person. 


8. TRANS-SIBERIAN ORCHESTRA 
Dec. 28 

Xcel Energy Center 

199 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul 
651-726-8200 
www.xcelenergycenter.com 


What's a holiday season without a little bit 
of prog rock? One of the 21st century’s top- 
selling live music acts returns to Minnesota 
for its “Christmas Eve and Other Stories” 
tour, based on their 1996 debut studio album. 
The music follows the story of a young angel 
sent to Earth to reignite the spark of good- 
ness in humanity. Brace yourself for rock/ 
metal renditions of “Christmas Eve/Sarajevo 
12/24" "Christmas Canon; “Promises То 
Keep’; and much more. 
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THE ma NEW PRODUCTION 


TUESDAY; NASSEN 26 
7/50) M Zi, 


THURN V 28TH 910 HENNEPIN AVE. MINNEAPOLIS 


E DINNER 4PM | SHOW 9PM VISIT MINNEAPOLIS.BROADWAY.COM/GROUPS/PROMOTIONS 
p i Е 51 DRINKS SPM Promo cove: LAVMPLS 
( 


Nights HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
a d at the Theater ORPHEUM + STATE + PANTAGES 


$/GayNineties @@@Gay90s 612-3 73-5665 


408 S. Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Gay90s.com | 612.333.7755 WWW.HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG 


L PERFORMANCES BY LAVENDER S ы | 


ORDWAY 


nov 29-dec 22 mess 
ORDWAY.ORG | 651.224.4222 ">: BREMER BANK 
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Everyone has а food-driven loved 
one in their life. Whether it’s a par- 
ent, sibling, child, friend, or maybe 
it’s yourself (come on, you deserve 
a gift, too!), food-centric gifts are 
often some of the best. Check out 
these gastronomic goodies that 
are perfect for every foodie in your 
life this holiday season, as well as 
some non-edible gift ideas that'll 
liven up any party. 


1. SWEETHEART CAKE 

You can never go wrong when giving 
the gift of deliciousness! Know anyone 
with a sweet tooth? Nothing says 
“Happy Holidays” to a dessert lover 
more than a Sweetheart Cake from 
Amy's Cupcake Shoppe. Available in 

a variety of flavors and customizable 
decorations, these 4X round cakes are 
a perfect way to send both a personal- 
ized message and a sweet treat. 
Starts at $36 

Amy's Cupcake Shoppe 
amyscupcakeshoppe.com 


2. SET OF 4 DOUBLE OLD- 
FASHIONED GLASSES 

We all have a favorite cocktail to get 
us in the holiday spirit. Give someone 
special in your life the gift of a classy, 
durable set of Old-Fashioned glasses. 
Perfect for holiday parties and other 
gatherings, these classic, mid-century 
modern glasses come in a set of four 
and feature 24k gold trim. Available in 
gold and black. 

$50 per set 

MidModMen+friends 
midmodmen.com 


3. VIKING GLASS COVERED 
DISHES 

Also from MidModMen+friends 

are these vibrantly colored dishes 

that double as artwork. Available in 
bluenique, persimmon, and amber, 
these dishes were made in the 1960s 
with Viking glass. Use them as serving 
bowls or simply show them off as 
beautiful decor. Either way, they won't 
disappoint. 

$75 each 

MidModMen+friends 
midmodmen.com 


by Kassidy Tarala 
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Continued on page 22 


a Providing, 


fresh, local 
food for 
our St. Paul. 
ро» 
ғо 
KE зам 
years 


301 N Washington Ave. 
Mississippi Market Minneapolis 
Natural LAE Co-op jdhoyts.com 
Three St. Paul locations - msmarket.coop 
(612) 338-1560 


It’s a 


Major Award! 


when you buy $100 in gift cards 
This offer is good from 11/18/2019 - 12/23/2019 
Order in-store or online at pizzaluce.com 


Thanksgiving | Nov 28 | Closed 
Christmas Eve | Dec 24 | Closed 
Christmas Day | Dec 25 | Closed 
New Year's Eve | Dec 31 | Open 
New Year's Day | Jan 1 | Open 
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4. HOLIDAY POTICA 

If you want to give someone the taste of home baked good- 
ies without actually going through the laborious process, 
Holiday Potica (po-TEE-tsa) is the gift for you. This European 
sweet bread is hand-rolled, made of paper-thin dough, and 
layered with a filling of pecan, poppy seed almond, walnut, 
walnut apple, or walnut raisin. 

$18.99 each/ 3* $16.99 each 

Sunrise Bakery 

store.sunrisebakery.com 


5. ILLUMINIDOL BETTY WHITE CANDLE 

Know a die-hard Betty White fan? Okay, so we all do. Well, 
get them this IIluminidol Betty White prayer candle so they 
can finally show their love and devotion to this Golden Girls 
star through a religious medium. Other popular celebrities 
and athletes are available (though І don't know who you'd 
rather pray to than Betty White). 

$14.99 

Bachman's 

bachmans.com 


* Authentic * Wine and 
Louisiana beer available 
Cajun food 

* 4 Jarge TVs 

* Freshest around the 

seafood in town dining area 


THE PERFECT VENUE TO HOST YOUR PARTY, 
OR HAVE US CATER THE PARTY AT YOUR PLACE. 


Dine-in or takeout 
Delivery by DoorDash, Bitesquad and Uber Eats 


uu 3 1931 Nicollet Ave Minneapolis 
* 2 MM С 612.871.2334 • 612.871.4107 
Online order: www.cajunboilingmn.com | 
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zn Brushy Creek 


[T 


A Curated Collection 


% ШТ 


brushycreekgifts.com 6% 


Brushy Creek Gifts is proud to offer Eangee lamps 
and nightlights made from real leaves: 


875 South Marion Road 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 
605-271-5450 
Open Tuesday through Saturday and on 
Sundays from Thanksgiving to Christmas: 


Wedding Showcase 


Living in the Moment | 


We loved the feeling of freedom. Being | 


ourselves in an atmosphere that gives spac T 


for conversation. The environment refle 
how we see our life together... 
cozy and romantic.33 — 


Alison Morley Henjum & 
Maggie Morley Henjum 
New Year's Eve | Dec 31, 2016 


For special Eo or 
to be feaured in our Wedding 
Showcase, please contact: 
Talon@WAFrost.com 
or call 651.224.0525 


ORD 
TASTING 


ROOM 
әй 


NORD 
SOCIAL 


HALL 


Festive holiday parties 
Celebratory dinners 
Inspiring lunch gatherings 
Intimate brunch engagements 
Memorable moments 


At French Meadow our dedicated 

rivate event staff will carefully 
ШЕ craft your celebration, 
creating personal menus with 
sustainable, local and organic fare 
for an intimate atmosphere-big 
or small. 


events@frenchmeadowcafe.com 


(612) 767-3443 


ay £4 pO | 
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A sparkly gift is a great gift 
indeed. If you're looking for a 
little bling to give a loved one 
this holiday season, look no 
further than these shiny good- 
ies. Because if they’re worth 
more than gold, their gift 
should be, too. 


1. IRTHLY RETURN SANS 
NECKLACE 

Made of 14K gold recycled 

metal and multiple conflict-free 
diamonds, this Irthly Return Sans 
Necklace is both a stylish and guilt- 
free gift. The 30X chain makes it a 
glamorous addition to complete 
your outfit for a night on the town. 
$2,900 

New Gild Jewelers 


2. MOON AND STARS 
MOONSTONE RING 

We all know someone who intro- 
duces themselves to strangers as 
their zodiac sign. For the perfect 
gift for your star lover, get one of 
New Gild's celestial rings featuring 
a moonstone set in sterling silver 
with four accent diamonds. 

$650 

New Gild Jewelers 


3. DINOSAUR BONE AND LAVA 
BEAD BRACELETS 

Whether you know someone who 
is beyond dinosaur-obsessed or 
someone who never shies away 
from a statement piece, these dino- 
saur bone and lava bead bracelets 
will make the perfect gift. The uni- 
sex bracelets feature five genuine 
dinosaur bone beads, meaning no 
two are exactly the same. 

$99 each, $179 for two 

Jewelry by Johan 
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l'unchtimejDelivenylEvenywhere] 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 


Yos та] Design Specialists! i 
Special Events « Weddings » Funerals “Deliveries q 
Wire Service Available! 
651 South Cleveland, St. Paul WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 


651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 689 WINNETKA AVE. N. • GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 « INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 
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WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


(612) 379-3028 
WWW.ELEMENTPIZZA.COM 


Bring this ad in and receive 10% off your order. 


Integrity 1 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


SES our designs with hundreds of unique materials 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 


Family Law | Criminal Defense © Handcrafted in Minnesota with unique materials, 
Employment Law \ including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free, 
in-person consultation today to start 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis 9 a designing your dream jewelry! 
(612) 822-0865 or | 651.321.9267 
www.jerryaburg.com JEWELRY RE- ОП www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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4. 3.00 CARAT LAB GROWN DIAMOND TENNIS BRACELET 
Just as glamorous as real diamonds—and much more ethical — 
these tennis bracelets are made of lab grown diamonds that are 
more than 3 carats total weight. The round cut diamonds add a little 
sparkle while still keeping it simple. 

$2,310 

Arthur's Jewelers 

arthursjewelers.com 


5. LAB GROWN DIAMOND THREE STONE PENDANT 

Made of round cut, lab grown diamonds, this necklace is the perfect 
gift for someone with simple but elegant style. Featuring .27 carats 
total weight, this delicate necklace will hang perfectly from your 
special someone's neck for years to come. 

$300 

Arthur's Jewelers 

arthursjewelers.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS Lavender Magazine 


is online and on the 


A WEEK i > > issuu app! 


BISHOPS MINNEAPOLIS UPTOWN Zg een 
2817 HENNEPIN AVE. >. . ISSUU 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 +m жаны T 


26 | LAVENDER | NOVEMBER 21-DECEMBER 4, 2019 


Healthy Smiles 
for a Lifetime. 


| Hawks View Cottages 


— dreamers welcome —— 


Our nine distinctive cottages, lodges 
& suites are crafted high up onto 
steep wooded bluffs, with hawk's 

; l eye views of the Mississippi River 

бийке АУЕ and Old Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


tasting room and wine 
shop located at 17 North 
. All = B E a 
Seven Hawke Steet Al Four wie: or ВБ о 293 0803 ог 866-293-0803 
made from 100% locally hawksvi F PCI | 
Vineyards grown grapes. www.hawksview.net е Fountain City, МУ 


FINE WINE, LIQUOR AND BEER 


Where The Experience 


Curated wines, spirits, 


Phere the and large beer selection. 
De Local family owned and operated. 
matters... Mention 1 0% 
5 | Lavender ad discount 
Dr. Kordie Reinhold, Dr. Peter Hinke, NM and receive a on your purc 
Dr. Chas Salmen, Dr. Jane Puntillo uu = 


"m 


4289 Sheridan Ave S, Minneapolis F А 
lindenhillsdentistry.com //612.922.6164 7102 Olson Memorial Hwy., Golden Valley | 763.951.3665 | CedarLakeWineCo.com 


A.C © Ri 


EXCLUSIVELY AT 


ARTHUR’) 


E JEWELERS = 


TACORI EVENT DEC 6-7 
WWW.ARTHURSJEWELERS.COM/EVENT 
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Quality doesn’t have to cost hundreds of 
dollars. Here is a roundup of companies, 
including three based in Minnesota, who are 
making products anyone would love to re- 
ceive this holiday season. And keep reading 
for some exclusive deals! 


1. WOOL LINER & DEERSKIN CHOPPERS 

$88 

Steller Handcrafted Goods 
www.stellergoods.com 

Minneapolis-based Steller Handcrafted Goods got 
its start eight years ago after owner Julie Steller 
purchased a pair of repurposed wool sweater mit- 
tens. She was determined to make another pair. 
Today, Steller's team consists of 13 women who 
create mittens, hats, purses, coats and more using 
repurposed wool sweaters and leather clothing 
along with Nordic braid and vintage buttons. 
These Wool Liner and Deerskin Choppers will help 
any Minnesotan get through a bitter winter. The 
outside layer is deerskin sourced from Minnesota 
and the inner layer is a high-quality repurposed 
wool sweater with polar fleece lining. The cuffs 
come up to your wrist, meaning that snow and 

ice won't find their way in when you're brushing 
snow off your car. 

Exclusive deal: use promo code DEC2019 to get 10 
percent off orders over $50 through Dec. 31, 2019. 


2. BEST SELLERS BASKET 

$35 

Redhead Creamery 

www.redheadcreamery.com 

Redhead Creamery has been making cheese 

for just over five years on cheesemaker's Alise 
Sjostrom's parent dairy farm. She dreamed to be a 
part of her family's business ever since she was 17 
years old. They offer tours of the farm, located in 
Brooten, Minnesota, on Fridays and Saturdays. 
Their Best Sellers Basket is sure to please. It 
includes Redhead's Lucky Linda Clothbound 
Cheddar (named after Alise's mom), Little Lucy 
Brie (named after Alise's daughter), and a bag of 
Ridiculously Good Cheddar Cheese Curds. 

This holiday season, give someone whiskey-fla- 
vored cheese! Redhead Creamery teams up with 
Panther Distillery, in nearby Osakis, to make the 
North Fork Whiskey Washed Munster, a limited- 
production cheese which uses Panther's Minne- 
sota 14 whiskey. 

While you're on their online store, | would defi- 
nitely throw a jar of the Velvet Bees Honey Butter 
in your order. You can eat it with a spoon. 
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MINT ORTHODONTICS 
chocolate 


Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


SIA TAYLOR 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


Get the perfect smile 
you’ve always wanted. 


Plus 

* Invisalign treatment 

* Fewer office visits 

* Customizable payment 
plans 


2804 W 4374 St 612.509.6468 
Minneapolis MintOrtho.com 


PRESTIGE POOLS 


Swimming Pools * Service Equipment Sales * mi: 
EEEE ишы нна тетелес ен енен цин PRESTIGE Ft аннан ннн ашыннан жаши aa ab estes жаа 
== к=; == = == 


— 9 — 


жр 


4... .. 


87 County Road C West, St. Раш • 651-490-1399 * www.prestigepools.com 
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Гуе got a big 


heart on for you. 
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by Mike arcotte 


You will find the work 
from dozens of Min- 
nesota makers at the 
following stores: 


THE 
COLLECTIVE, 
ROCKVILLE 


Open Fridays, Satur- 
days and Sundays 


MINNESOTA 
MAKERS 
ROBBINSDALE 


Open Tuesdays through 
Saturdays 


WEATHERED 
REVIVALS, ST. 
JOSEPH 


Open Thursdays 
through Sundays 


3. MAGNETIC WOOD BOWTIE BOX SET 
$89-99 

SwitchWood 
www.switchwood.com/wood-bow-tie-box-sets 
| was introduced to Virginia-based Switch- 
Wood a few years ago and immediately 
became obsessed with their bow ties. They 
are clip on, but what really blows everyone's 
minds is that the wood pieces are magnetic, 
meaning you can switch out the grains with 
the fabric pieces to create different looks. It 
makes for a great conversation piece. These 
aren't your ordinary bow ties. 

| would recommend starting with a wood bow 
tie box set, which will get you one bow tie 
with two sets of grain, meaning you'll have 
two different bow ties. In addition to bow ties, 
they make sunglasses, cuff links and more, all 
made of wood. 

Exclusive deal: use promo code SWITCH to 
get 20 percent off everything on SwitchWood's 
website through Dec. 20, 2019. 


4. I HAVE A BIG HEART ON CARD 

$5 

Bruno Press 
www.mcbrunopress.com/cards/big-heart-on 
Mary Bruno inherited her letterpress print 
shop from her father, who was an art profes- 
sor at St. Cloud State University. He acquired 
old letterpress equipment in the late 80's and 
early 90's, which Mary is now putting to good 
use. 

A self-proclaimed "professional cusser Bruno 
was placing swear words, along with edgy, 
irreverent sentiment, on cards before it was a 
thing. She's been at it for nearly ten years. 
Cards are the mainstay of Bruno Press, and 
there is a GLBT selection is available. They're 
sold online and in theTwin Cities at Mitrebox 
Framing Studio, the Electric Fetus and the 
Minnesota Center for Book Arts. 

In addition to cards, Bruno Press makes to-do 
lists, note cards, calendars, and coasters. 
Exclusive deal: use promo code LAVENDER to 
get free shipping on all orders through Dec. 
20, 2019 


Mike Marcotte is the Senior Producer for 
KSTP-TV's Twin Cities Live. You can read his 
Minnesota апа LGBT- focused travel guides on 
his website, www.givemethemike.com. 


Work with 
the nation's 
tax leader. 


Love working with people 
and a flexible schedule? 
Ask about our career 
opportunities. 


Shifts and locations are flexible to fit 
current job, school, and family 
schedules. Now accepting applications! 
Students, military personnel, veterans 
and Bilingual candidates are strongly 
encouraged to apply. 


Visit 
hrblock.com/careers 


to learn more. 


H&R 
BLOCK 


Mpls / St. Paul area 


612-356-4431 


OBTP#B13696 ©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc. 


LOWRY [i] 
LIQUORS 


MON-SAT 9AM-10PM SUN 11AM-6PM 
| ? 1922 HENNEPIN AVE, MINNEAPOLIS, ММ 55403 
NATIONAL | a * 1 
GUARD 612.871.2500 LHLWINE.COM 
ч 2 INFO@LHLWINE.COM 


Б 


МІММЕЅОТА 


N * Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, and/or 
| with other promotions/sales. While supplies last. No rain/snow 


checks. Ends 12/14/19. 


ne 
_ mnarmyguard 
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1. COURTING MR. LINCOLN 

Louis Bayard 

Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill 
$27.95 

A tour-de-force love triangle... of a 
sort. Bayard, author of Mr. Timothy, The 
Black Tower, and other tales of the real 
and the fictional, here tackles the web 
of affection, love, loyalty, loneliness, 
and jealousy that tightened about the 
21-year-old Mary Todd, the handsome 
Joshua Speed, and gangling, awkward 
country lawyer, Abraham Lincoln. It’s 
1840. Mary Todd, advancing in age 

by the standard of the day, has come 
from Alton to Springfield to live with 
her sister while she (discreetly) seeks 
a husband. Mary is intelligent, witty, 
with a keen interest in politics. Her 
story opens this novel, and alternates 
with Speed's. Lincoln emerges from 
the mix. Bayard handles the ongoing, 
intimate relationship between Speed 
and Lincoln with finesse, using letters 
and historical documents as the frame 
upon which he weaves powerful and 
believable fictional dialogue. A mes- 
merizing read. 


2. CHRONIN VOLUME II: THE 
SWORD INYOUR HAND 

Allison Wilgus, author and illustrator 
Tor 

$17.99 

The Sword in Your Hand is the conclud- 
ing volume of Wilgus's historical time- 
travel adventure, Chronin, preceded by 
The Knife atYour Back. Undergraduate 
Mirai Yoshida has left 2045 via her 
university Time Studies Program and 
is now stranded in 1864 Edo (Tokyo). 
She's surviving by presenting as a 
male ronin, hired by a tea shop owner. 
Her ex, now the owner's boyfriend, 
intentionally stranded himself to 

be part of the rebellion against the 
Tokugawa shogunate. History has be- 
come tangled through the interference 
of other time travelers with various 
agendas. Without the Meji Restoration 
to provide a constitutional monarch, 
Mirai can never return. Can she fo- 
ment a successful peasant uprising to 
bring Japan back on course? Must she 
choose between saving the future or 
her life? 


Guide 


M 


by E.B. Boatner 


3. THE LIE: A MEMOIR OFTWO 
MARRIAGES, CATFISHING & 
COMING OUT 

Willliam Dameron 

Little A 

$24.95 

Dameron’s catalyst was discovering 

his hijacked selfie with "forty-year-old 
straight white male" description that 
had been used to hoodwink count- 

less women worldwide. But the story 
started with his first lie, one much 
closer to home. Dameron was not 
straight, he was gay. He had spent over 
forty years denying the truth to his 
wife, his children, himself. In his south- 
ern Catholic upbringing, gayness led to 
perdition, so Mother strove relentlessly 
to "straighten" him. Young Dameron 
married Katherine, herself riddled with 
self-doubt, who bore two daughters. 
Twenty years later, Dameron revealed 
his gayness. Devastation. Divorce. His 
memoir is an atonement, an unspar- 
ing quest to acknowledge harm one 
has done, to forgive others' harm. 
Dameron demonstrates that you, your 
family—your Southern mother—can 
evolve and find love. 


4. MAMA'S LAST HUG: ANIMAL 
EMOTIONS AND WHAT THEY TELL 
US ABOUT OURSELVES 

Frans de Waal 

Norton 

$27.95 

Mama lay on her deathbed, but 
became animated when a friend from 
the past came to say farewell. She 
grinned, touched his face and hair, 
reached to pull him closer. Mama was 
an elderly chimpanzee, her visitor, 
Dutch biologist Jan van Hooff. Author 
de Waal's 2016 book, Are We Smart 
Enough to Know How Smart Animals 
Are?, is one of several investigating 
animal emotion, and Mama delves 
even more deeply into the subject. 
Animal emotions have frequently been 
ignored or belittled, but here de Waal 
directly compares animal and human 
feelings; broadly across species and 
deeply into evolutionary time. It's not 
just blue-sky projection: emotional 
changes can be measured through 
changes in hormones shared through 
nearly all species, “from humans to 
birds to invertebrates.” Engrossing. 
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COURTING 
MR. LINCOLN 


LOUIS BAYARD 


AUTHC BLUE ETE 


A Memoir of Two 
Marriages, Catfishing 
& Coming Out 


WILLIAM DAMERON 


VOLUME 2: 


THE 5Ш0В IN YOUR HAND 


Animal Emotions and What 


They Tell Us about Ourselves 


LAVENDER LI N К ме EAN & sr 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


OVER 600 LOTS SAVED FROM THE PAST YEARS 


ESTATES AND CONSIGNMENTS FOR THIS ANNUAL AUCTION 
1 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
a ГОМЕ АНЕЕЈИК INSP: 10:30 АМ * FOOD ON PREMISES 


COINS 8 CURRENCY: COLLECTION OF CERTIFIED 8 RAW U.S. $20, $10, $5, $2 72 6 $1 GOLD COINS! FOREIGN GOLD! MANY KEY 
8 SEMI-KEY COINS! COLLECTION OF GSA BLACK BOX CARSON CITY MORGANS – 1885-CC, 1880-CC, 1881-CC, 1878-CC ETC! 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL TRADE DOLLARS! SEATED DOLLARS! SILVER DOLLAR - FRANKLIN - WALKING LIBERTY — WASHINGTON QUERTER - LIBERTY "V" 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH NICKEL 8 PENNY BOOK SETS! CURRENCY! 1005 OF MORGAN 8 PEACE DOLLARS – KEY DATES - VOLUME LOTS! 1000'S OF 

e YOUR NAME. LINCOLN WHEAT 8 INDIAN PENNYS SOLD IN VOLUME! 100'S OF BUFFALO NICKELS! 100'S OF LIBERTY NICKELS! 100 07, 10 07, 

5,107 SILVER INGOTS! BU ROLLS OF PRE 1904 MORGANS! PROOF 8 MINT SETS! EARLY COMMEMORATIVES! PLATINUM-GOLD 


8 SILVER EAGLES 8 BUFFALO'S! GOLD KRUGERRANDS! FLYING EAGLES! KEY SHIELD NICKELS! BARBES! ROLLS OF PROOF & 
UNC COINS! MONSTER BOX OF 500 UNOPENED AMEREICAN EAGLES! AND MUCH MORE! 


FABULOUS JEWERLY & RELATED FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS: FABULOUS LADIES RUBY & DIAMOND NECKLACE - APPRAISED @ 
$35,00! LADIES 22K YELLOW GOLD BANGLE BRACELET - APPRAISED @ $11,250! LADIES 2.10CTTW DIAMOND 18K GOLD 
BRACELET — APPRAISED @ $9,630! LADIES 7.38CTTW DIAMOND 14K BRACELET - APPRAISED @ $11,950! 2CTTW DAIMOND 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. ‚630! LADIES. 
3 CHECK YOUR EMAIL FORA 18K EARRINGS - APPRAISED @ $13,500! 2.47CTTW EMERALD 8 DIAMOND PLATINUM RING - APPRAISED @ $7,200! LADIES 
1.34CTTW DAIMOND 18K TWO-TONE RING - APPRAISED @ $5,150! MENS PIAGET 18K GOLD WRISTWATCH - APPRAISED @ 
@ CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. $3,000! LADIES DPEARL 14K BANGLE BRACELET - APPRAISED @ $10,500! LADIES 1.96CTTW MARQUISE DIAMOND RING — 
APPRAISED @ $9,000! LADIES 5CTTW DIAMOND 14K BRACELET - APPRAISED @ $8,999.99! PLATINUN 1.50CTTW CUSTOM 
DIAMOND EARRINGS – APPRAISED @ $6,500! AND MUCH MORE! HUGE SELECTION SOLD (à AUCTION! 
JEWELRY MAKES WONDERFUL ын (шов 
LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER GIFTS rOR CHRISTMAS 
WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON = - 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, a M. емі ы 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! —_LAVENDERLINK тШ. 
Www. proxjbid. m/jpc President & CEO ; Bus.: 2915 8102453 
u м % 1 é P > m 
A». p" Й 
ч тады ЕСУІ xe 772 


POT 


> 
CM» 


Participate in a research study at 
the U of MN to eliminate HIV. UNIVERSITY 


Email hivresearch@umn.edu OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover® 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 33 


As we get closer to the holidays, don't leave your 


furry friends out of your gift shopping adven- 
tures! Here are some great ideas for the pets in 
your life. 


1. MACI'S MUNCHIES 

Can't decide what kind of fancy treats to get your dog? 
Go for the package deal, courtesy of Maci Moo Treats! 
This gift box includes Cheese Its, Pumpkin Ginger, 
Cinnaswirls, and Bacon and Egg-flavored dog treats, 
offering Fido the perfect snacks for the holiday season. 
$15 

Maci MooTreats 


2. SNOUT SOOTHER 

We humans aren't the only ones whose noses get all 
chapped during the bitter cold of winter. This moistur- 
izing balm will help your dog's nose from getting dry 
and cracked, a blend of vegan and organic moisturizing 
ingredients that'll keep your pupper comfortable. 
$13.95-26.95 

Natural Dog Company 


3. BOILED WOOL BALLS 

If you're looking to snag some dog toys made for a 
good cause, look no further! These 100 percent, fair 
trade wool ball toys made by Ware of the Dog are hand- 
made through felting, and these products also provide 
employment to craftswomen in Nepal. Each ball is 
available in two sizes: 2.25 inches and 3.25 inches. 
$8-10 

Ware of the Dog 


4. DOG BEER IPA PLUSH TOY 

Now obviously, you can't include your dog in the fun 
when you're kicking back with an actual beer, but you 
can give them the next best thing with this adorable 
“уарру hour” plush beer from Fringe Studio's Toy Box 
Collection. This squeaky toy facsimile of an IPA bottle is 
perfect for the pup who wants to party hard after a long 
day at the office. 

$11.99 

Bachman's 


5. RAKU EXTRA SMALL ODYSSEY PET URNS 

In the tragic event of losing a pet, it's incumbent on us 
to honor them after they pass. One World Memorials 
offers these beautiful, handmade metal raku pet urns 
featuring two bronze paw prints on the lid. This hand- 
somely crafted urn is a lovely tribute for your beloved 
pet. 

$49.95 

One World Memorials 
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Meet Carter Averbeck, the brains behind the interior design 
company Omforme; a man who says he's "continually seeking the 
fantastic in the mundane,’ while never shying away from bold 
color and daring design, because "What is life if you can't inspire 

others by stepping out of the safety zone?" He's a furniture guru, 


AN an artist extrordinaire and an organic 
jellybean addict. 
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Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
« Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
• Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
• Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
• Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 
The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 
: Blue Cross Blue Shield -Cigna 
- Health Parters - United 
: Preferred One - UBH/Medica 
: United - MN Medicaid 


- Aetna 
Brighten your future - contact us today. = @ = 


www.pride-institute.com 1952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 
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Everybody has at least one friend or family 
member who either loves sports or enjoys 
the great outdoors. Scope out some of 
these great gift ideas for the athletically 
inclined in your life! 


1. TROLLHAUGEN GIFT CARD 

50 minutes north of the Twin Cities metro is a 
magical place where all your snowboarding, 
skiing, and tubing dreams can come true! Gift 
the shredder in your life with an opportunity to 
take lessons, rent out equipment, and have the 
time of their lives atTrollhaugen in beautiful 
Dresser, WI. 

Prices vary 

Trollhaugen 

trollhaugen.com 


2. MINNESOTA UNITED FC KNIT HAT WITH 
POM 

Show your support forThe Loons with this 
beautiful light blue knit hat officially licensed 
by Minnesota United FC! This one-size-fits-most 
fashion statement will be a great way to keep 
warm and support your home team in the off- 
season. 

$31.99 

Minnesota United FC 

www.misstore.com 


3. MINNESOTA LYNX GLOBAL LOGO ZIP- 
UP HOODIE 

Throw this comfy hoodie on, and you'll feel like 
a champion yourself! Show off your pride for 
our four-time WNBA champions with this excel- 
lent addition to your winter wardrobe. 

$59.99 

Minnesota Lynx 

lynxteamstore.com 


4. MINNESOTA STATE PARKS GIFT CARD 
Do you like camping? Canoeing? Hiking? Snow- 
shoeing? Paddleboarding? Or just standing 
outdoors and taking in all the beauty that nature 
can muster? Consider fetching a gift card from 
Minnesota State Parks, which can be used for 
countless activities and events year-round. 
Prices vary 

Minnesota State Parks 

www.dnr.state.mn.us 


5. MINNESOTA TWINS LONG-SLEEVE 
TSHIRT 

Play ball! Get your Twins fan the perfect t-shirt 
as they wait patiently for next season with a 
sleek navy blue long-sleeve made from 100 
percent cotton. 

$29.99 

MinnesotaTwins 

www.mibshop.com 
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Sometimes, the perfect gift 
comes in the form of a com- 
fortable, oversized sweater. 
Other times, it’s a pair of cozy, 
plush socks. Regardless, give 
the gift of comfort and style 
this holiday season with one of 
these fashionable pieces. 


1. PUNK IT UP RAGLAN 

With raglan sleeves, a quarter zip 
neckline, an optional clear or plaid 
vinyl color, and a boxy fit, this 
flannel can be gifted to any fashion 
fiend on your list. 

$250 

Mx Apparel 
mxappareldesign.com 


2. CHUNKY KNIT HAT 
Obviously, Bachman's flowers are 
never a disappointing gift, but why 
stop there? Give someone a cozy 
chunky knit hat this holiday season. 
Not only will they appreciate its 
warmth, but they'll love how easy 
it is to match the stylish ivory hat 
with any of their winter apparel. 
$16.99 

Bachman's 

bachmans.com 


3. FIRESIDE CREW PLUSH 
SLIPPER SOCKS 

All of our holiday wish lists look 
vastly different, but there’s one 
thing that pretty much remains a 
necessity across the board: fuzzy 
socks. These cozy plush slipper 
socks are basically heaven for your 
feet, not to mention, their pink and 
zebra print design makes them as 
fashionable as they are comfort- 
able. 

$12.49 

Bachman’s 

bachmans.com 


Photo by by Ella 
Sophia Photography, 
modeled by Lani Jane 
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4. Т, SIERRA FLANNEL 
This twill weave stripe flannel is the perfect gift 
for that person in your life who is somehow al- 
ways cold. Brushed with an extra soft moleskin 
finish, this flannel is 100 percent flannel and 100 
percent comfortable. Keep in mind, Scout Style 
is temporarily located at 791 Grand Ave., St. 
Paul, which is where it will be through the holi- 
days. Though they currently aren’t selling any 
products online, you can visit the company’s 
Instagram account for more information. 

$80 

Scout Style 


5. YODI HOODED SWEATSHIRT 

Designed by Christopher Straub, this Yodi hood- 
ed sweatshirt is one of his best-selling illustra- 
tions. Available in youth and adult sizes and 
various different colors, these hoodies make the 
perfect gift for those with unique style. 

$22-30 

Christopher Straub 
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Interior design, fine home furnishing, and beautiful men’s apparel. 
Experience for yourself the classic and contemporary brought artfully together. 


MARTINPATRICKZ 


IE NORTH LOOP | MPLS | 612-746-5329 | MARTINPATRICK3.COM 
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1. BLACK LEATHER COASTER SET 
$10 for the set 

Set of six black leather coasters with 
white stitching, and a handy black 
leather case to hold them. By Bay- 
Berk Leather. Available at Rainbow 
Road (rainbowrd.com). 


2. BLACKLIGHT CANDLES AND 
ROPECANDLES 

$11 each, rope $6.99 for 15 ft. 

Take wax play or rope play to another 
dimension with candles and rope that 
glow under blacklights. Available at 
Smitten Kitten (smittenkittenonline. 
com). 


3. VECTOR BY WE-VIBE 

$139.99 

Ten vibration modes that you or a 
partner can control anywhere from 

a phone using the We-Connect app. 
Body-safe silicone, USB rechargeable. 
Available at Bondesque (bondesque. 
com). 


by Steve Lenius 
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4. LEATHER BOWTIE 
$40 

Handmade genuine 
leather pre-tied bow tie 
with adjustable neck 
strap. Other designs 
available. By Dapper & 
Urban (www.dapperan- 
durban.com). 


5. MORSE CODE 
JEWELRY 

$32 

A necklace that uses 
Morse code to spell out 
your desired message 


(this one says “owned”). 


By Mischievous Cre- 
ations (mischievouscre- 
ations.com). 
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If you're searching for that perfect 
gift for the senior folks in your 
life, look no further! Here are a 
few great presents that'll light up 
their holiday season. 


1. CARDINAL COTTAGE PUZZLE 
Let's be honest, when the snow arrives 
in Minnesota, it really, really makes 
itself at home. For those winter nights 
where staying indoors is the best 
option, you can pass the time with 
this beautifully illustrated 1,000 piece 
jigsaw puzzle featuring a picturesque 
holiday cottage. 

$19.99 

Bachman's 


2. WOODCHUCK SPIRAL JOURNAL 
Whether it's jotting down your 
thoughts for a daily diary, or practicing 
your sketching skills, this gorgeous 
wooden spiral-bound journal is an 
excellent gift for your loved ones. Plus, 
for every journal sold, Woodchuck will 
plant a tree, and who doesn't love a 
little environmentalism in their gift 
shopping? 

$34.99 

Bachman's 


3. MACARON GIFT PACK 

This 6- or 12-pack of gluten-free maca- 
rons made in-store at Amy's Cupcake 
Shoppe are a perfect stocking stuffer 
for those with a sweet tooth in your 
life. Choose from a variety of macar- 
ons, or you can customize the colors 
and flavors with a minimum of twelve. 
$12-24 

Amy's Cupcake Shoppe 


4. GROUNDS & HOUNDS COFFEE 
If the seniors in your life love coffee 
and dogs, consider snagging some 
fair trade, organic specialty coffee 
from Grounds & Hounds, whose sales 
support rescue initiatives and groups 
offering second chances to canines. 
Twenty percent of Grounds & Hounds' 
proceeds are donated to rescue orga- 
nizations to make this beautiful cause 
a reality. 

Various prices 

Grounds & Hounds 


by Chris Tarbox 
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Going on a road trip? We have some great 
items for you for the Holiday Season! How 
about these suggestions? 


1. CELL PHONE MOUNT 

In Minnesota, there is now a law that forbids you 
from holding a cell phone while driving. Hands-free 
is now the law—not just in Minnesota, but across the 
country. If your vehicle does not have a smartphone 
link or a Bluetooth connection, you can still have 
your phone attached to a mount on your vehicle. 
You can still take calls and get directions from your 
navigation app while the phone is mounted in your 
car. It is perhaps the handiest item one can have 
when on the road. 

Priced from $8.95 and up. Assorted items available 
through Amazon.com 


2. MUSIC STREAMING SERVICES 

We can't live without music while we drive, right? 
Why not subscribe to a music streaming service and 
get the latest tunes fed through your vehicle? As 

long as you have a connection through your phone 
into the audio system, you're halfway there. The 

rest is up to you. And there are several services that 
are available for free, or to be upgraded for either a 
monthly or annual fee. Paid subscriptions give listen- 
ers more perks, such as commercial-free program- 
ming, a wider variety of music, and playback options. 
Family plans are great for multiple listeners to enjoy 
everyone's playlists. 

Priced from Free to $14.99/month — depending on 
service. Available either through Apple Music (www. 
apple.com/shop/gift-cards), Google Play Music (play. 
google.com/intl/en us/about/giftcards), Pandora, 
Spotify, and other services. 


3. PETTRAVEL PRODUCTS 

Traveling with your pet? There are plenty of items 
available to make them comfortable while you're on 
the road. These products range from seat harnesses 
and protectors, portable water and food receptacles, 
dog carriers and backpacks, even booster seats. We 
love our pets and we want them to feel safe and 
happy while on a road trip. Not to mention, these 
items fit most vehicles—even the front passenger 
seat of a sports car! 

Various prices — depending on the item chosen. Visit 
www.kurgo.com/dog-travel-— or see your local pet 
store for similar products. 


4. PREPAID FUEL CARDS 

Fumbling through your credit and debits cards can 
be a pain at the pump. No fear, because practically 
every brand of gasoline offers a gift card or a prepaid 
fuel card to make things easier. Before you get one, 
consider how much fuel you will need for your trip— 
or a year's full of trips. Then, load them up on a card. 
By using one of these cards, it will help make your 
trip to the pump a quick experience! Just find the 
right gas stations that on your way! 

Various prices, depending on how much value you 
load on each card. Available through Speedway, 
Holiday Stationstores, BP Shell, KwikTrip, and other 
fuel retailers. 
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5. WINTER TIRES 

It's the holiday season and you have to go 
see your family, your friends or fulfill your 
long distance relationship. If you live in 
Minnesota and the Upper Midwest, there 

is a chance that the roads will be slick with 
snow, ice, sleet, slush, and so forth. We 
always said that the best way to make your 
winter drive safe is to get a set of winter 
tires. Over the years, we featured vehicles 
that wore a set of winter shoes, and we can 
speak on the benefits of why you should 
have a set of them on your vehicle. If you 
know of someone who needs a set of winter 
tires, be a good friend or family member of 
gift a set! They'll be safe for the holidays! 
Various prices, depending on brand, type, 
and size. See your local tire retailer or 
TireRack.com. 


6. HOTEL STAY 

Sometimes, we think we can visit our 
friends and family only to find there is "no 
room at the inn” There is always room at a 
nearby hotel. But, did you know that you can 
give the gift of a hotel stay for your weary 
traveler? For example, Marriott and Hilton 
have gift cards available for stays that cover 
all of their properties—from affordable ac- 
commodations to luxury hotels. Think about 
it: would you rather have an out-of-town 
guest turn out to be a bad house guest? Or, 
would you rather have a relaxed visitor to 
enjoy the holidays with? Besides, you can 
enjoy their indoor pool or whirlpool... 
Various prices - you can order gifts cards 
by set value. Gift cards available through 
Marriott.com, Hilton.com, and other major 
hotel chains (NOTE: Gift card holders must 
present a credit or debit card at check-in 
and can use the gift card at check out). 


^ Mill) ,’ District 


NEW PATIENT OFFERS: 


599 Exam » FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 
Limit one offer per patient. Offers cannot be combined. 


Brian Peters, DDS 


by Randy Stern 


Gay-owned Our Motto: 


Do it right or not at all! 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales and Repair Shop 
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Service 
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Detail 


612-803-5661 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
1026 Washington Ave 5, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 
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Stop by and meet our newest team member, Willow! 
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OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


MATTERING 


I called a small Idaho jail on a September 
Monday afternoon while sitting in a rental car 
parked in front of a worn-out convenience store 
in western Massachusetts; the rental was my 
temporary office since I was set to speak at a 
nearby university over the next two days. 

I heard a couple rings before a woman's 
voice answered on the other end. 

“Hi,” I said brightly. “My name is Ellie Krug 
and I'm calling to speak to Blair; John Balding, 
her probation officer, told me that you folks 
would arrange for me to talk to Blair." 

"That's right," the female voice responded. 
"Can I put you on hold while I go get her?" 

"Yes, sure." Clearly, they had been expect- 
ing my call and I made a mental note that the 
voice had even used the proper pronoun. 

A week before, I had given a "Transgender 
101" training in Idaho at a conference for jus- 
tice system professionals—probation officers, 
correctional officials and social workers. As 
is my practice, I put forth my "Standing Of- 
fer" which I've written about here before. To 
remind, the offer is this: "Tm willing to talk to 
anyone in a public place or on the phone for 
up to an hour—and I don't watch my watch— 
relative to being transgender or gay, lesbian, or 
bisexual, or anything else that has nothing to 
do with gender or sexuality and simply relates 
to surviving the Human Condition." 

I always throw in that the offer is 
"transferable"—"You can give the offer to some- 
one whom you think might benefit from it." 

I don't do this because of an enormous per- 
sonal ego, but instead because I'm a student of 
the “Special Ks"—Dr. King and Robert E. Ken- 
nedy. I was eleven years old when they were 
murdered and before they went, they taught 
me (and millions of others) that we have an ob- 
ligation to make the world a better place. “I’m 
a hopeless idealist," I say. "Talking to strang- 
ers who are struggling is one of the ways that I 


seek to carry out the Special Ks' charge." 

Some have taken me up on my Standing 
Offer, including John, the Idaho probation of- 
ficer who started the whole process that had 
me waiting on the phone now. An attendee 
at my Trans 101 talk in Idaho, John called a 
couple days after I returned to Minneapolis. 
He explained that he had a twenty-seven-year- 
old client named Blair, his first-ever transgen- 
der client; she had previously served time for 
burglary, and once out of prison, Blair was 
assigned to him. The week before my talk in 
Idaho, she had attempted suicide by drug over- 
dose and to protect her from further self-harm, 
John put her in lockup. 

"There's no other place to keep her safe 
from using drugs again," John said during that 
call. “We’ve got no real mental health resources 
out here." 

His request maybe me talking to Blair 
would help. “Absolutely,” I said. “I am happy to 
do that.” 

My phone, on speaker now as I looked out 
the windshield at a brilliant blue sky, repeated- 
ly clicked on hold. Eventually, the female voice 
returned. “I’ve got Blair here and will transfer 
you.” 

A second later, there was a new voice. 

“Hello?” I heard a mixture of pitch—part 
masculine, part strained feminine. 

“Hi, this is Ellie Krug calling from Massa- 
chusetts. John Balding said you’d be expecting 
my call; he thought that it might make sense 
for us to talk.” 

“Oh, wow. I can't believe you're calling me.” 

“Of course I’m calling," I answered. “Even 
though I don’t know you, I care about you.” 

Silence. 

“Thank you.” The words rang heavy with 
emotion. 

I said, “I hear you’ve been having a tough 
time of it. John gave me some of the details, but 


we don’t need to dwell on the past. I’m happy to 
just talk about whatever you’d like.” 

Blair answered, “I’ve never talked to an- 
other transgender person. I’ve always just been 
alone.” 

My heart sank. The isolation—she was in 
Idaho, after all—had to be overwhelming. 

“Well, you have me. I’m happy to know you 
and be here for you.” 

Again, I heard, “Thank you.” Blair then 
continued, “I’ve been taking hormones off and 
on for three years, but I’ve known that I’m a 
woman for much longer than that. It’s just that 
no one understands—my family doesn’t accept 
me, and I don’t feel that I matter to anyone. Yes, 
my mother has been trying but we got into a 
fight and that led me to going back to drugs. I 
OD'd on purpose trying to end things." 

I needed to interject. 

"[ want you to know, you matter to me. I 
mean that. You deserve to be you." 

More silence, followed by a shallow voice 
soaked with tears. *No one has ever said that 
to me." 

“Well, it's true," I said. “Don’t let anyone 
shake you from believing in yourself, in believ- 
ing that you have the right to show up as you, 
Blair, a woman." 

I heard a human sniffling. 

I asked where they were housing her in 
the jail—all too often, transgender women are 
thrown in with men, which frequently leads to 
disastrous results. 

"They have me in isolation," she answered. 

Blair related that during her earlier prison 
stint she identified as female but went along 
with prison officials who housed her with men, 
which had led to her being assaulted repeat- 
edly. 

"[ didn't know that I could ask to be housed 
with women,” she said. “I just did what they 
said—that I had to be with the men." 


Continued on page 50 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 


advertising @lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, massage therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health 
Comprehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care 
from a multi-disciplinary team. Providing 
gender affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 
Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 


Paul. Offering PrEP. 
555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 
St. Paul, MN 

651) 266-1255 
clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support: public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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ested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring, and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 

www. visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 

www. visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 
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HOME SERVICES PSYCHOTHERAPY 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


“7 Karen R Palm CPA СЕР 
\ TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


DENTISTS 


Dental 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Ari Lederman, DDS | General Dentist 


Invisalign? Certified 
Medical Arts Building, Suite 425 
www.dentalartsofminneapolis.com Ej 


GUN SHOPS 


| — s YOUR TARGET? = 


Sight-in Package 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVICES 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Small Local Company 


PsvcHOTHERAPY SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVIC 
ў CABLING, PRUNING, 8 REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURE! 


Residential & Commercial Services 


ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 


and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving the community 
for over 20 years! 


Support for Gender Non-Conforming Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 


— Cypress Road 
РР“ Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
p LAN (612) 718-3966 
uS ДЕ elizabeth@cypressroadltc.com 

N 4 


REAL ESTATE 


NEW CLIENT 


SPECIAL 


Whole House Deep Clean 
ONLY 


$199. 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


nwalker@c 


") ! 


Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


Call Today! 612-669-1606 
WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


LYNN THOELE 
Owner & Chief Sparkle Officer 


Palm Springs Homes & Lifestyle 
owenscompanies:ca 1) 


952.857.3800. — 


Commercial & entia 
А) 


612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
® CurtLarsonHomes.com 
S CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY | Properties 


HomeServices 


TAX SERVICES 


Serving you for over 100 years! S==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Professionals | 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Ray Mohr 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


HNDOW CLEANING 


a 


|" 
>> EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 


Contact Peter at 
. (612) 875-6747 
-www.fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES BY ELLEN KRUG 


Her words underscored how many trans- 
gender humans absorb from society that 
they’re not worthy, who believe that they don’t 
matter, so much so that they don’t know to 
fight for themselves. Or who believe they’re 
not even worth the effort. 

I responded, “From here on out, insist that 
you be housed with women or at least be kept 
from men, even if that means a medical floor 
or isolation. You’re a woman and shouldn’t be 
placed at risk with men, okay?” 

“Okay, yes.” 

I shifted to her family and friends, hop- 
ing she’d report that there was support from 
someone crucial. Instead, she shared about 
rejection on top of rejection. Her father wasn’t 
in her life and Blair’s mother was trying to ac- 
cept her but found it difficult. 

“T know that she loves me,” Blair said. “It’s 
just that it’s hard for her. While I understand 
that, she’s my mother. She’s supposed to be 
there for me regardless.” Blair’s voice dropped 
with the last few words. 

This is the case way too often—parents or 
friends who can’t accept us for our true selves. 
It hurts like hell and the rejection lends to 
greater depression and isolation. 

I said, “I’m sorry about your mother. That 
just stinks.” There really wasn’t any other way 
to put it. 

Shifting, I asked, “Can I remind you of 
something?” 

“Yes.” 

“Believe it or not, you have great grit and 
resiliency,” I said. “Grit is like sandpaper—the 
power to withstand the crap that life throws at 
you.” 

“Okay.” 

“Resiliency is the ability to bounce back, to 
rebound from setbacks.” 

Again, “Okay.” 

“Tm telling you,” I said, trying to churn em- 
pathy into inspiration, “you've got far more grit 
and resiliency than you know. I’m absolutely 
positive of that.” 

“I don’t feel like I have either of those,” 
Blair answered. 

“Oh, yes you do,” I shot back. "You're still 
alive. You've navigated jails and prisons as 


your true self. Heck, you were willing to talk to 
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me, a total stranger. Trust me, you've got res- 
ervoirs of grit and resiliency that you've barely 
tapped. Remember that as you go forward." 

^[ hadn't thought of it that way," she said. 
"Maybe you are right." 

“I know that I'm right. Grit and resiliency 
will pull you through." 

After another ten or fifteen minutes of my 
long-distance attempt at coaching, it was time 
to end the call. 

“Туе enjoyed talking to you, Blair,” I said. “I 
believe in you." 

Again, I heard the crinkling sound of hu- 
man tears. 

"Thank you for calling me, Ellie. This has 
meant a lot." 

“It’s meant a lot to me as well. Hang in 
there and feel free to reach out if you'd like." 

"T will." 

As I ended the call, I thought about how 
incredibly difficult it must be for the Blairs of 
the world—alone, wanting to matter to those 
in their life, fighting for some semblance of 
respect, and simply desiring to love and be 
loved. 

Then I thought, But for the grace of God, 
there go I. 

How lucky I am. 

Notes: (1) Blair has granted permission to 
use her real name; (2) As we mourn the many 
transgender humans lost to violence on this 
Transgender Day of Remembrance, we abso- 
lutely cannot forget those lost to self-violence; 
(3) My Standing Offer is open to all humans, 
including you dear gentle reader; and (4) If 
you are thinking of selfharm, contact the 
Trevor Project (866-488-7386 24/7) or the 
Trans Lifeline (877-565-8860) or dial 911. 

You matter to this world and you matter to 
me; please do not end your life! Others and I 
care about you! ll 


Ellen (Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 


She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(a 
gmail.com. 
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VACATION RENTALS 


Superior National Forest 
2 BR Cabin on Lake 


Enjoy Winter Northwoods in a Modern Scandina- 
vian Rental. Couples, Singles get away and relax. 


Pristine nature, groomed ski and snowmobile 


trails nearby. Year round fun. 


= 


jschmitr@msn.com - www.getawayshores.com 
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Trust. Support. Choice. 


Our Medicare plans offer choices for a broad network of doctors, dental 
coverage, fitness programs, and plans that travel. And our premiums as 
low as $0 means you get an affordable price. 


Medicare Annual Enrollment ends December 7. 


Let’s start working together today. 

©- your agent 

866-760-9671 (TTY 711) 

= bluecrossmn.com/medicareanswer 


One-on-one support at our retail learning centers Jar 
bluecrossmn.com/centers Vy 
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